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Comfort Inn
5323 West US-10
(231) 845-7004

StayLudington.com

OUR SUSTAINABLE HOTEL GROUP
LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Holiday Inn 
Express

4079 West US-10   
(231) 845-7311
iLoveHIE.com

Best Western
5005 West US-10
(231) 843-2140

LudingtonBW.com

loving our guests.
loving our planet.
loving our future generations.
When you stay at one of our locally owned and 
operated Green Hotels, you are making a difference in 
the future of our planet for generations to come.
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Advantage Marketing published our first edition of the Ludington Area
Visitors Guide in 1991. Our goal has always been to provide you with a
compact magazine that highlights the best places to eat, play, and stay.
Here we are in 2021, and though many things have changed in our
friendly town, one thing has not. The Ludington area is still one of
the best vacation destinations along Lake Michigan. We welcome
you to experience the fun and beauty for yourself.

We owe our advertisers our utmost gratitude, 
as their participation keeps the Ludington Area
Visitors Guide thriving. Many of these businesses
have been doing business with us for 30+ years, 
so they feel like family to us. Please support
them by using their services, eating in their
restaurants, and shopping in their stores.
Your patronage means a lot to us and to them.

We’re happy you chose to visit
Ludington and we hope you get 
that “Love Ludington” feeling
that keeps you coming back.
Welcome friends— we’re glad
you’re here.
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Celebrating 30 Years!

R



 

The title of Todd’s newly published book gives the 
reader a glimpse of what’s inside: 50 years of Michigan’s 
beauty in a uniquely showcased photography art 
book. The book explores Todd Reed’s life - first 
through his eyes as a highly acclaimed photojournalist, 
then as a distinguished Coast Guardsman, and since 
1975 as one of Michigan’s best-known award-winning 
outdoor photographers. Travel along with Todd as he 
recalls stories and recollections of family and friends 
as he worked four careers simultaneously to eventually 
attain his goal as a full-time photographer and gallery 
owner. Discover Michigan’s four seasons as he displays 
his favorite scenes from across our great state and 
invites you to share in his memories.
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While the staff of Advantage Marketing celebrates our 30th year of producing the 
Ludington Area Visitors Guide, we also think it’s the perfect time to celebrate the 
photographers who have graced our publication with such beautiful images of our 
area. We have been fortunate to collaborate with Todd Reed during all 30 years 
of our Visitors Guide, and we are thrilled to announce his new book which celebrates 
Todd’s 50 years of photography.

Todd Reed 5050 YEARS SEEING YEARS SEEING
MICHIGAN THROUGH A LENSMICHIGAN THROUGH A LENS
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BOOK HIGHLIGHTSBOOK HIGHLIGHTS
• 384 pages of beauty!
 
• 67 NEW images from Todd’s 50th 
  year of shooting in 2020.
 
• Roughly 385 fine art images from 
  all around Michigan.
 
• Learn how Todd became the
  photographer he is today through 
  his four life chapters showcased 
  in the book: Finding My Way, 
  History in a Hurry, Semper
  Paratus, and Capturing God’s 
  Light.

• New longer stories behind Todd’s 
  favorite images over the 50 years.
 
• 22 recollections from Todd’s
  family and friends.

“Pink Impression”

“Star Light”

“Badger Bingo”

Todd Reed
“Day 171 of 365”

Todd’s new book is available 
online at ToddandBradReed.com 

and may also be purchased from the 
Todd and Brad Reed Photography Gallery 

at 114 West Ludington Avenue.
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Background Photo by Brad Reed
“Day 37 of 366”

366 DAYS OF Beauty
IN THE YEAR 2020

BY BRAD REED AND RACHEL GAUDET TE

While the 2020 Visitors Guide was being delayed due to the pandemic, and events 

were being cancelled with no certain dates for the future, our Advantage Marketing 

team formulated a plan to replace the magazine’s calendar pages with a surplus 

of stunning photographs to make our 2021 Ludington Area Visitors Guide an extra 

special edition. Our goal coincided nicely with a project being worked on by local 

photographers, Brad Reed and Rachel Gaudette, and we have included some of their 

new images throughout our magazine. 

During the calendar year of 2020, Brad and Rachel each made a daily image to showcase 
the beauty of our area for their upcoming book. The book is currently in production and 
is scheduled for a fall 2021 release.

6   Ludington Area Visitors Guide | VisitLudington.com  

R

“366 Days of Beauty in the Year 2020” 

Brad Reed and Rachel Gaudette’s 
new book will include 732 images 

made during the pandemic. 

Book cover may change.

NEW BOOK COMING SOONNEW BOOK COMING SOON
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Brad Reed “Day 145 of 366”

Rachel Gaudette “Day 141 of 366”

Rachel Gaudette “Day 358 of 366”



S.S.BADGER CARFERRY
Ludington’s

VisitLudington.com/Carferry

Photos by Todd Reed and Brad Reed
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Our town is known for great beaches and the #1 state park in the Midwest, but nothing 
says “Ludington” more than our beloved S.S. Badger carferry. 

This 410’ ship carries up to 600 passengers and 180 vehicles between Ludington 
and Manitowoc, Wisconsin during a relaxing four-hour cruise. Passengers can play 
Badger Bingo, soak up some sun on the deck, or enjoy food and beverage from two 
restaurants and a full service bar.  

The S.S. Badger is the largest carferry to ever sail the Great Lakes, and the last 
coal-fired passenger steamship in operation in the United States. First entered into 
service in 1953, the Badger was originally designed to transport railroad cars. In 
1992, she was transformed into a passenger ship which also ferries vehicles and 
commercial trucks.

In December of 2020, the S.S. Badger was purchased by Interlake Maritime Services, 
a company with over a century of experience in maritime transportation. This ensures 
that Ludington’s beloved carferry will continue to cruise Lake Michigan for years to come.

BEST PLACES TO WATCH THE CARFERRYBEST PLACES TO WATCH THE CARFERRY
 Waterfront Park • North Breakwater Lighthouse Pier

Stearns Park Beach • the Channel Walkway
	

R

See our downtown map on pages 32-33 for location info.
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S.S.BADGER CARFERRY

Dining
CROWN AND CORK
502 W. Loomis St., Ludington, MI 49431  
(231) 425-3557 
The Crown and Cork is a must visit! This trendy new 
restaurant has a relaxed vibe and boasts a one-
of-a-kind waterfront view and unique menu items 
like beer battered cauliflower and salt roast beets. 
You’re sure to have an experience you won’t soon 
forget!
crownncork.com

DUNE GRASS CONCESSIONS 
In the Lake Michigan Beach House
Ludington State Park 
(231) 843-1888  
Take a scenic drive to the Ludington State Park for some 
tasty treats that satisfy. Within the park gates, turn left to 
the Lake Michigan Beach House. Concessions in the beach 
house lower level include pizza, hamburgers, chicken 
strips, hot dogs, and hand-dipped ice cream. Tasty food, 
and the best beach views ever!
dunegrassludington.com

• Breakfast All Day 
• Lunch & Dinner

• Weekend Buffets
• Broasted Fish & Chicken

• $11 Pizza Specials
110 N. Main Street, Scottville 

(231) 757-3993 • NorthCountryCafe.com

Dine In
Take Out
Catering

Hot or Iced Loose Leaf Teas
Tea Lattes, Bakery Treats
Artisan Gifts and more

127 S. James St. • (231) 843-2431
HopeForHumaniTea.com

Sit. Sip. Relax.
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410 S. James St.  (231) 845-2522  
jamesportbrewingcompany.com

Outside Dining
Lunch 

and Dinner

WIRELESS
INTERNET

Kid Friendly

�Good Food    Great Service    Handcrafted Beer�

Ludington’s First Brewpub

LITTLE CAESARS PIZZA
5720 E. Ludington Ave., Ludington, MI 49431 
(231) 845-5178
Home of Hot-N-Ready, Large Classic pepperoni or 
cheese pizza, $5.55 all day/every day, and the new 
Extra Most Bestest Pizza $6.55. Enjoy our famous Crazy 
Bread, “yummy” Italian Cheese Bread, fresh salads, or 
our Caesar Chicken Wings. Open Monday-Thursday 
10:30am-10pm, Friday 10:30am-11pm, Saturday
11am-11pm, & Sunday 11am-10pm. Locally owned
and operated.

LUCIANO’S RISTORANTI
103 W. Ludington Ave., Ludington, MI 49431 
(231) 843-2244
Authentic Italian and Sicilian cuisine at the newly-
renovated Luciano’s Ristoranti, now under new 
management. Savor dishes prepared by our award-
winning culinarians. Food is made from scratch, 
using fresh, high quality ingredients. The newly 
remodeled banquet room seats up to 60 people, 
or let Luciano’s cater your event.
lucianosristoranti.com 
 RED    ROOSTER

COFFEE & COMMUNITY
It’s about gathering together with friends & 

family and enjoying a delicious beverage! 
207 S. James St.

Ludington
(231) 425-4597 RedRoosterCoffee.org

HOUSE OF FLAVORS RESTAURANT
402 W. Ludington Ave., Ludington, MI 49431 
(231) 845-5785
A renowned Ludington tradition for over 73 years!  
Open at 8am for breakfast (served until 2pm), lunch, 
dinner & ice cream! Spreading joy to the world one 
scoop at a time!
houseofflavorsrestaurants.com

JAMESPORT BREWING COMPANY
410 S. James St., Ludington, MI 49431  
(231) 845-2522 
Don’t miss Ludington’s first hometown Brewpub. 
Great food and service in a kid-friendly, casual 
atmosphere. Serving lunch, dinner and cocktails. 
Try our own hand-crafted beers and delicious 
homemade specials. Also offering brewery tours, 
Wi-Fi, and covered deck dining. Just blocks from the 
carferry docks.
jamesportbrewingcompany.com

Ludington’s Historic Family Restaurant

“Good Home Cooking Since 1942”

Largest Menu Selection

DAILY SPECIALS

“Famous for the Best 
Breakfast in Town!”

122 W. Ludington Ave. 
231-843-4251

oldhamlin.com

DOWNTOWN LUDINGTON

Homemade Bread & Pies
Fresh Ground Coffee  •  Cocktails
Senior Discount • Children's Menu

75 YEARS 
AND COUNTING
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BARNHARTS
6006 Barnhart Rd., Ludington, MI 49431,  
(231) 843-8246
A Caribbean experience on Hamlin Lake. Enjoy 
great food & cocktails with a tropical flair. Jamaican 
Jerk Chicken, oysters, Mahi tacos, bacon-wrapped 
jalapeno shrimp, beer and wine to go. Also world-
famous pizza, lake perch, wings, and burgers. Dine 
inside or on covered waterfront deck. Come by boat 
or car. Open seasonally.
www.barnhartshamlinlake.com

CROWN AND CORK
502 W. Loomis St., Ludington, MI 49431,  
(231) 425-3557 
The Crown and Cork is a must visit! This trendy new 
restaurant has a relaxed vibe and boasts a one-
of-a-kind waterfront view and unique menu items 
like beer battered cauliflower and salt roast beets. 
You’re sure to have an experience you won’t soon 
forget!
www.crownncork.com

Across from the 
Ludington Municipal 

Marinawww.crownncork.com  502 W. Loomis

(231) 843-9555

Summer
Deck Dining

Available

Waterfront Dining
A TRENDY NEW RESTAURANT

Unique Menu Items • Relaxed Vibe
 Organic, Fused Cocktails

Happy Hour

Fridays - Jazz
Saturdays -  Dueling Pianos

Fresh Menu - Outdoor Seating - Private Parties
Open daily 11:00am - Open Sundays

Downtown Manistee
(231) 398-9174 - Restaurant   (231) 398-7901 - Lodging

Ramsdellinn.net

HISTORICALLY  PRESERVED

MANCINO’S PIZZA & GRINDERS
W. US-10 at Jebavy Dr., Ludington, MI 49431  
(231) 845-6666 
Original recipes and uncompromised quality make 
Mancino’s a local favorite! We use the freshest 
ingredients and offer regular bread made from 
scratch daily, or gluten-free pizza dough and grinder 
bread. Featuring wings, salads, pasta, wraps, 
specialty pizzas, and traditional favorites. Dine-in, 
carry-out. Delivery to Ludington, Lower Hamlin, and 
Scottville! Open daily at 11am.
ludingtonmancinos.com

NORTH COUNTRY CAFE & CATERING
110 N. Main, Scottville, MI 49454  
(231) 757-3993  
Delicious home cooking! Extensive lunch and dinner 
menu includes sandwiches, subs, pizza, strombolis, 
salads, steaks, broasted fish and chicken. Breakfast 
served all day, featuring omelets, pancakes, french 
toast, oatmeal, a variety of sides. Homemade 
soups, desserts, kid’s meals, daily lunch & dinner 
specials. Friday dinner & Sunday brunch buffets all 
year.
northcountrycafe.com

OLD HAMLIN RESTAURANT
122 W. Ludington Ave., Ludington, MI 49431,  
(231) 843-4251 
Good home cooking since 1942, featuring 
homemade baked goods. American food with a few 
Greek, Italian, and Mexican dishes. Soup/salad bar, 
daily specials. Fri.--all you can eat fish fry; Sun.--
roast chicken. Beer, wine, cocktails. Historic family 
restaurant, downtown Ludington. 
oldhamlin.com



Lower Hamlin Lake, 
Scottville, and Ludington

231-845-6666
Corner of W. US-10 & Jebavy Drive

menu & prices vary

W E  D E L I V E R !

Original Recipes
Grinders • Pastas 

Salads • Wings • Burritos 
Nachos • Wraps

AWARD WINNING PIZZA!

FRESH! 
Made from Scratch!

M A N C I N O ’ S
Pizza & Grinders

Ludington, MI

LudingtonMancinos.com



14   DINING | Ludington Area Visitors Guide | VisitLudington.com  

T.J.’S PUB
399 River St., Manistee, MI 49660  
(231) 398-9174
Enjoy the cozy, quaint atmosphere of T.J.’s Pub, 
located in the lower level of the Ramsdell Inn. 
Serving soups, salads, starters, sandwiches, and 
pizza--including gluten-free pizza. We believe in 
using local produce from area farms for the freshest 
food. Craft beer, wine, and cocktails served at the 
bar. Open at 11am. Daily Specials.
ramsdellinn.net

TIMBERS STEAK & SEAFOOD
320 S. James St., Ludington, MI 49431 
(231) 425-9111 
Enjoy a classy, yet casual atmosphere with a small town 
feel. Featuring USDA Prime dry-aged beef and fresh 
seafood. Enjoy dining overlooking Lake Michigan from 
one of our two decks.
timbersludington.com

20 Third St., Pentwater 
WE DELIVER!

PizzaGrindersNW.com
Pizza • Grinders

Salads

231-869-2911  •  283 S. Hancock, Pentwater

Best Burgers & Spirits
Homemade Specialties

Est. 1933

Best Burgers & Spirits
Bar & Grille

Celebrating 
over 80 Years!

AntlerEst. 1933

Celebrating 
over 80 Years!

AntlerAntlerAntlerAntlerAntler

Our redecorated banquet 
room now seats up to 60 

guests. 

• Extensive Wine & 
Cocktail Selection

• Delivery Available

• Catering Available

All Fresh  
Ingredients 

New Management & 
Newly Renovated Dining 

Rooms

LucianosRistoranti.com

Authentic Italian & Sicilian Cuisine

103 W. Ludington Ave.  
(231) 843- 2244

•

We 
Deliver

Close to the Carferry!
Serving Serving 

Breakfast  Breakfast  
& Lunch& Lunch

OPEN DAILY 
6AM-2PM

www.BrendasHarborCafe.com
316 S. James St. • 231-845-7434

L A K E S H O R E

MENU GUIDE
C O M P L I M E N T A R Y 

MENUS & MORE!

Ludington • Scottville • Manistee 
Walhalla • Pentwater • Hart • Silver Lake

Pick up your free 
Menu Guide at 
locations throughout  
Ludington today!

Or view online at  
LakeshoreMenuGuide.com 



Our redecorated banquet 
room now seats up to 60 

guests. 

• Extensive Wine & 
Cocktail Selection

• Delivery Available

• Catering Available

All Fresh  
Ingredients 

New Management & 
Newly Renovated Dining 

Rooms

LucianosRistoranti.com

Authentic Italian & Sicilian Cuisine

103 W. Ludington Ave.  
(231) 843- 2244

•

We 
Deliver



Beach Day!
If you prefer warmer, calmer waters, 
head on over to the Hamlin Lake beach 
side. There you will find a fun-filled 
playground for the kids, and you can 
rent canoes, kayaks, and SUPs.

Take your furry friend to the other 
beaches on South Lakeshore Drive. 
Buttersville 10 and Summit Parks  9 
both have lovely beaches, and your dog 
is welcome to romp in the cool waters 
of Lake Michigan. 

The spectacular sunsets in Ludington are 
a must see. Everyone flocks to the beach 
to watch as the sun disappears into Lake 
Michigan. Keep your camera handy to 
capture the vibrant colors of the sky— 
a must-have memento from your visit.
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PARKS WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS

STEARNS PARK	 •	 •	 •		  •	 •		  •	 •
	
COPEYON PARK	 	 •	 •	 •	 •	 •		  •	 •	       •

WATERFRONT PARK	 	 •			   •	 •		  •	 •	       • 

ROTARY PARK 	 	 •						      •	 •	       •

MEMORIAL TREE PARK	 	 •	 •	 •			   •	 •		        •

*CARTIER PARK	 	 •	 •	 •	 •	 •		  •		        •
PARKS OUTSIDE THE CITY

*LUDINGTON STATE PARK	 •	 •	 •	 •	 •	 •		  •	 •	       •

SUTTON’S LANDING	 	 •	 •	 •	 •		  •	 •	 •	       •

SUMMIT PARK	 •	 •	 •		  •	 •		  •		        •

*BUTTERSVILLE PARK	 •	 •	 •		  •	 •		  •		        	 								      
HAMLIN LAKE

VICTORY PARK	 	 •	 •	 •	 •		  •	 •		        •

WILSON HILL PARK	 	 •	 •	 •	 •			   •		        •

SOUTH BAYOU PARK	 	 •	 •	 •	 •		  •	 •		        •

LONG SKINNY PARK	 	 •	 •		  •					           •
SCOTTVILLE - 8 MILES EAST OF LUDINGTON

SCOTTVILLE 	 	 •	 •	 •	 •	 •		  •	 •	
RIVERSIDE PARK

MOST POPULAR 
AREA PARKS
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IT ’S A
Who doesn’t love hearing those four 
words! Ludington has the best beaches 
and so many to choose from! Our beaches 
are clean and parking is free.

Stearns Park  1  is an all-time favorite 
for its sandy beach, concession stands, 
restrooms, mini-golf, skate plaza, and 
the iconic North Breakwater Light. 
Everyone is welcome to enjoy the beach 
utilizing three handicap accessible
walkways that lead from the sidewalk 
down to the shoreline.

One destination, two beaches—that’s 
the Ludington State Park!  7  The Lake 
Michigan side has a Beach House where 
you’ll find concessions, restrooms, exhibits, 
and an expansive deck to sit and relax. R
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Summer is the perfect time to head to 
a local park and feel the coolness of the 
grass under your bare feet. The Ludington 
area has 15 parks for you to enjoy.

Bring your kids and your pets—
there are playgrounds, picnic 
areas and grills at most of
the parks. 

Six parks are within the city 
limits, including Stearns Park   1
and its expansive beach—and
Waterfront Park  3  with its
nine bronzed sculptures.

In July of 2020, a Splash Pad
opened in Copeyon Park.  2  This
outdoor play area has permanent
sprinklers and fountains for interactive 
water play.

The four parks outside the city 
limits have beaches or Pere
Marquette River access, and
three out of four parks on Hamlin
Lake feature boat launches.

    Both large and small dogs can run free Both large and small dogs can run free 
  in the fenced-in area at Central Bark,    in the fenced-in area at Central Bark,  
  located behind Cartier Park.  located behind Cartier Park.

R



COLONIAL GOLF COURSE
2763 N. 72nd Ave., Hart, MI 49420 
(231) 873-8333
Beautiful 27 hole, 6,900 yard par 72 Colonial, and 
9 hole 1,600 yard par 30 Heritage. Huge driving 
range, food & refreshments at Colonial Bar & Grille. 
Senior over-60 rates Monday-Thursday, after 
3pm specials everyday. Fridays: $1 per hole, $1.50 
sandwiches, drink specials, $1 per bucket of balls.
colonialgolfhart.com

DUNE GRASS CONCESSIONS 
& WATERCRAFT RENTALS
Located in the Cedar Camp Store at Ludington 
State Park, Ludington, MI 49431 
(231) 843-1888  
Offering the largest selection of watercraft rentals 
to explore beautiful Hamlin Lake, including canoes, 
kayaks, tandem kayaks, stand up paddle boards 
and rowboats. Also fishing and camping supplies, 
grocery and personal items, clothing, beach 
supplies/toys, and tubes to float the Sable River. 
Open seven days a week mid-May through October.
dunegrassludington.com

BOAT 
RENTALS 

ON HAMLIN LAKE

Pontoon & Fishing 
Boat Rentals

 

Live Bait 
& Tackle

Marine Gas

Located at Waterside Resort
3298 N. Lakeshore Dr.

(231) 843-2090
www.WatersideResort.com
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231-843-5355 
2688 W. Conrad Rd., Ludington

AMBER ELK 
RANCH

AmberElkRanch.com

Wagon Ride Tours 
Gift Shop • BBQs

We are 
Michigan’s #1 

retail outlet for 
Premium Elk Meat.

Excellent 
Jerky too!

HISTORIC WHITE PINE VILLAGE
1687 S. Lakeshore Dr., Ludington, MI 49431  
(231) 843-4808  
“Bringing History to Life!” A step back in time in 
a picturesque setting for the entire family. Tour 
historic buildings. Visit the old-fashioned ice cream 
parlor. Interact with characters in period costume 
as they provide a 1st-person interpretation of 
pioneer life in the late 1800s/early 1900s. Special 
events throughout summer and fall. 
masoncountymihistory.org 

LUDINGTON AREA JAYCEES MINI GOLF
900 W. Ludington Ave., Ludington, MI 49431  
(231) 843-4663
Renovated in 2017, the Ludington Area Jaycees 
Mini Golf Course has 18 holes dedicated to the 
“Landmarks of Ludington.” Putt-putt for a purpose 
as profits from the course are donated back to 
community enrichment projects and organizations. 
Open noon-9pm daily, Memorial Day-Labor Day. 
Owned by the local Jaycees organization.
jayceesminigolf.com

PORT OF LUDINGTON MARITIME MUSEUM
217 S. Lakeshore Dr., (next to the Coast Guard 
Station), Ludington, MI 49431  
(231) 843-4808  
Celebrate and remember Ludington’s rich maritime 
history at the Port of Ludington Maritime Museum, 
where visitors will be entertained and enlightened 
with interactive exhibits and virtual experiences. 
Located within a former US Coast Guard Station, 
the museum is a landmark on the National Register 
of Historic Places and opened in 2017. 
masoncountymihistory.org

RIVER RUN CANOE LIVERY 
600 S. Main St., Scottville, MI 49454  
(231) 757-2266  
Come paddle the scenic Pere Marquette, an easy 
flowing river for the whole family. Featuring Old 
Town kayaks, double kayaks, 3 seat canoes with 
cup holders and a cooler, tubes, and 4 person rafts. 
Equipment cleaned daily and we offer a variety of 
trips. Open Monday-Friday 10am-5pm; Saturday 
and Sunday 9am-5pm.
riverruncanoerental.com

 

RENTALS: Pontoon Boats
Fishing Boats • 8/10 HP Motors

Sable River Canoe Trips
Kayaks, Canoes & Paddle Boats 
www.SunsetBluffResort.com

(231) 845-5002

Boating on Hamlin Lake

CC
2763 N. 72nd Ave., Hart, MI • 231-873-8333

www.ColonialGolfHart.com
27 Hole

Golf Course

The ColonialThe Colonial
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Enjoy a relaxing shortcut, amazing history and 
a ton of fun on a unique cruise aboard the S.S. 
Badger. With so much to see and do aboard 

the ship, the Badger will be a highlight of your 
vacation and create a legacy of memories.

A LEGACY ON THE LAKE

A NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK

(800) 841-4243 
ssbadger.com

S.S. BADGER LAKE MICHIGAN CARFERRY 
P.O. Box 708, Ludington, MI 49431  
(800) 841-4243
Big Ship, More Fun! The SS Badger is the largest 
operating passenger steamship in the United 
States. At 410’ she provides a fun, reliable cruise 
experience across Lake Michigan. Enjoy free 
entertainment, movies, food, shopping, and more. 
Cars, RVs, and motorcycles travel with you. Group, 
car and motorcycle club discounts available.
ssbadger.com

2 HR TO ALL DAY TRIPS 
3 Seat Canoes • Tubes • Rafts

Single Kayaks • Double Kayaks

RiverRunCanoeRental.com  •  600 S. Main St., Scottville

231-757-2266

WSCC 
Box Office

(231) 845-5507

Event Schedule at www.WestShore.edu

MUSIC - THEATRE - ARTS

www.SandcastlesChildrensMuseum.com

v New Water Safety Exhibit

129 E. Ludington Ave.
Ludington

(231)233-9326

v Meet Our New Bearded  
 Dragon

v Four Levels of Exhibits

v New Ventilation System,  
 Sanitizing Stations, and  
 Constant Cleaning for a  
 Fun, Safe Visit! 

SANDCASTLES CHILDREN’S MUSEUM
129 E. Ludington Ave., Ludington, MI 49431  
(231) 233-9326 
Create...discover...explore. Featuring 4 levels 
of interactive exhibits that promote hands-
on discovery and inspire creativity, curiosity, 
awareness, and love of learning. Meet our new 
Bearded Dragon and explore our new Water Safety 
Exhibit. New ventilation system, sanitizing stations, 
and constant cleaning for a safe, fun experience. 
Check website for current hours. 
sandcastleschildrensmuseum.com

SUNSET BLUFF RESORT & BOAT RENTALS
6075 N. Victory Park Rd., Ludington, MI 49431 
(231) 845-5002  
Rent a 22’/24’ pontoon for $60/hour (two hour 
minimum), $425/day. 14’, 8/10 hp motor fishing 
boats also available. Enjoy a 3-4 hour canoe trip on 
the Big Sable River and Upper Hamlin Lake. We’ll 
trailer your kayak or canoe...or rent ours for $10/
hour. Important--please call for reservations.
sunsetbluffresort.com

WATERSIDE RESORT & BOAT RENTALS
3298 N. Lakeshore Dr., Ludington, MI 49431 
(231) 843-2090 
Family-friendly fun on Lower Hamlin Lake! Rent a 
pontoon boat for pleasure or fishing. Also 14’ and 16’ 
fishing boats with 8 hp to 25 hp motors. Our store 
has live bait, tackle, outboard gas, fishing licenses, 
and picnic supplies. Also cottages for rent on the lake!
watersideresort.com

Visit the New  
Value of Sports Museum  

valueofsports.org

Located at Historic 
White Pine Village
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A self-guided exploration 
of pioneer living in the late 

19th-early 20th century.

With over 30 exhibits 
in buildings such as a 

One-Room Schoolhouse, 
Blacksmith, and Farmhouse.

Come meet the Pioneers, 
Memorial Day-Labor Day.

1687 S. Lakeshore Dr.  •  231-843-4808

217 S. Lakeshore Dr.  •  231-843-4808 

Get a rare glimpse into 
our vast maritime history 
by visiting three levels 
featuring authentic 
artifacts, historic photos, 
and the voices of key 
players in the industries 
that shaped the region.

Pilot a 
simulated 
Carferry.

Explore Two Museums 
Highlighting Ludington’s Rich History

~~ Where History Is Fun! ~~~~ Where History Is Fun! ~~~~ Where History Is Fun! ~~~~ Where History Is Fun! ~~~~ Where History Is Fun! ~~

Two Museums For One Great Price!Save $3 withCombo Ticketing

MasonCountyMiHistory.org



TOP EVENTSLudington’s
There are many things that make Ludington a popular destination, and our events 
top the list. Musical performances, parades, festivals, and art fairs promise fun for 
the entire family. Due to the pandemic, many events were yet to be finalized as we 
prepared to print the Ludington Area Visitors Guide. For the most current calendar 
of events, please visit our website at VisitLudington.com/Events for details.

MusicMusic
The Summer Live Music Series is held Thursday evenings in the all-new Legacy 
Plaza in downtown Ludington. Local performers entertain with a variety of music, 
and it’s free! Grab a take-out dinner from a nearby restaurant and make an evening 
of it. West Shore Bank is the proud sponsor of two Rhythm & Dunes concerts every 
summer at Waterfront Park. Whether the bands play 70s rock, dance hits, or favorite 
beach tunes, the park comes alive with music and fun! Downtown Ludington’s Final 
Friday Experience features live music on the final Friday night of each summer month. 

FestivalsFestivals
The July 4th Freedom Festival, sponsored by the Ludington Area Jaycees, is the biggest 
festival of the year, with an afternoon parade and evening fireworks display to bring 
out the patriotism in everyone. Taste Michigan-made beer at the Suds on the Shore 
Craft Beer Festival in August and Brrrewfest in January. Enjoy the beauty of 
Ludington at one of our Sunset Beach Bonfires at Stearns Park, held the last Thursday 
of June, July and August. The Lighted Ball Drop is a great way to usher in the New 
Year, right here in downtown Ludington.

Art FairsArt Fairs
You’re guaranteed to find a treasure or two at the West Shore Art Fair or the Gold 
Coast Art Fair, both held during the summer in Rotary Park.
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FREE SHOWS | 6:00PM
Saturday, July 24 & 31

Waterfront Park, Ludington
rhythmanddunes.com

R

Photos by Todd Reed
Background Photo by Brad Reed

Here are a few of our 2021 events.Here are a few of our 2021 events.
See the full calendar at:See the full calendar at:

VisitLudington.com/EventsVisitLudington.com/Events

5th Annual 
Stratford on the Avenue 

Theatre Festival
August 6-8 at Rotary Park

Stage Left

StageLeftMi.org
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TOP EVENTS
New Year’s Eve Ball Drop

Sunset Beach Bonfire

Waterfront Park Concert



LUDINGTON STATE PARKLUDINGTON STATE PARK
Experience

Named the #1 State Park in the Midwest, and for good reason! Within its 5,300 acres 

is everything you could desire in a fun and relaxing vacation. Soak up the sun 

in front of the Lake Michigan Beach House, tube down the Sable River, or play in 

the sand at Hamlin Beach. The park has an amazing diversity of terrain which can be 

explored while hiking shorelines, sand dunes, hardwood forests, and marshlands. Eight 

miles of marked trails allow you to experience wildlife in its truest form. You’ll likely spot 

a fox or deer, and maybe an eagle soaring across the sky above.

Come enjoy all that the Ludington State Park has to offer year-

round. Weekly summertime programs within the park feature 

musicians, magic shows, and animal exhibitions. The park 

is even open in the winter for guided snowshoe walks and 

cross-country skiing. 
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LUDINGTON STATE PARKLUDINGTON STATE PARK

PARK HIGHLIGHTSPARK HIGHLIGHTS
• Big Sable Point Lighthouse where one can 
  climb to the top for a breathtaking view.

• Nearly seven miles of Lake Michigan 
  shoreline, with beaches extending into 
  the Nordhouse Dunes Wilderness Area.

• Hamlin Lake Dam with handicap accessible 
  hard surface walkways.

• Hamlin Lake Beach, featuring a play
  ground, picnic areas, grills, pavilion, 
  concessions, and restrooms. Rent 
  rowboats, canoes, and kayaks.

• 18 miles of eight marked hiking trails 
  with information kiosks.

• Lake Michigan Beach House with 
  concessions, restrooms, veranda, 
  outside patio, and exhibits.

• Big Sable River, which winds through 
  the park and is a favorite place to tube.

Ludington Area Visitors Guide | VisitLudington.com   25



LUDINGTON STATE PARK TRAIL MAPLUDINGTON STATE PARK TRAIL MAP

HAMLINHAMLIN
LAKELAKE

LAKELAKE
MICHIGANMICHIGAN
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@ The Y Country Store@ The Y Country Store
Last stop for supplies 
before the State Park

BEER • WINE • LIQUOR • DNR
WOOD • ICE • GROCERIES • LOTTO

Conveniently located at “the Y” - 4 miles south of the State Park
1860 N. Lakeshore Dr., Ludington • 231-425-9463

Peaceful AcreS Resort
                                                   LLC On Hamlin Lake

Cottages • Motel • Sandy Beach
 Pontoon/Fishing Boat & Motor Rentals
PeacefulAcresResort.com

1-800-968-2292 or 843-2292

© 2021 Advantage Marketing  & Publications, Inc.

Photo by Todd Reed



Skyline: .5 miles, 30 minutes walking.Skyline: .5 miles, 30 minutes walking.  
This completely elevated trail features 
an extensive boardwalk system. From 
the top of the trail, view Lake Michigan 
and miles of sand dunes. 

Sable River: 1 mile, 30 minutes walking.Sable River: 1 mile, 30 minutes walking.  
This relaxing walk goes across the Hamlin 
Dam and can accommodate people in 
wheelchairs. Interpretive panels point 
out historic sites. 

Lost Lake: 1.5 miles, 1 hour walking.Lost Lake: 1.5 miles, 1 hour walking.  
Circling a watery cove off Hamlin Lake,  
it loops around, beginning and ending at 
Hamlin Lake Beach Concessions. Wild-
life is seen in abundance so keep your 
eyes open!  

Coast Guard: 1.5 miles, 1 hour walking. Coast Guard: 1.5 miles, 1 hour walking.  
Winding through the wooded dunes from  
the Lake Michigan Beach, this trail has  
one of the earliest Life Saving Stations  
on Lake Michigan. 

Lighthouse: 3 miles, 2 hours walking. Lighthouse: 3 miles, 2 hours walking. 
Starting at the Beechwood Campground, 
walk through rolling sand dunes and 
end at Big Sable Point Lighthouse. The 
Lighthouse Road is a shorter, 1.8 mile 
walk from the main entrance parking 
lot and can be traversed in about 40 
minutes. 

Logging: 3 miles, 2.5 hours walking. Logging: 3 miles, 2.5 hours walking. 
This historic trail loops around, begin-
ning and ending at the north end of the 
Pines Campground and features plenty 
of shade. 

Ridge & Island: 4 miles, 3 hours walking.Ridge & Island: 4 miles, 3 hours walking.
The Island Trail follows the sandy 
shoreline of Hamlin Lake, and the Ridge 
Trail follows the top of a tall wooded 
sand dune. 

South End Ski: 6 miles, 3 hours walking.South End Ski: 6 miles, 3 hours walking.
Located in the southern part of the park,  
these are actually three looped trails tied  
together. They weave through sand dune  
valleys of thick jack pines and wetlands. 

Canoe: 2-4 hours.Canoe: 2-4 hours.
Enter Hamlin Lake near the beach area. 
Traveling close to the south shore, enjoy 
swampy areas, marshlands, and wildlife. 

SCENIC TRAIL. . .Pick Your

Ludington Area Visitors Guide | VisitLudington.com   27

Dune Grass Concessions

Hamlin LakeHamlin Lake
Watercraft RentalsWatercraft Rentals

Canoes ~ Kayaks
Tandem Kayaks

Row Boats
Stand Up Paddleboards 

(SUPs)

Located in the Cedar Camp Store

Ludington State Park  231-843-1888
DuneGrassLudington.com

Photo by Todd Reed

Background Photo by Brad Reed

VisitLudington.com/StatePark
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Breathtaking, isn’t it? This aerial photo highlights the area of land known as 
Big Sable Point, which includes Hamlin Lake, Ludington State Park, the Ludington 
harbor, and miles of gorgeous fresh water coast. It’s such a beautiful playground for 
all to enjoy! To learn more about these locations around Big Sable Point, visit our 
website for details.

 

A             FROM ABOVEView
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R

Photo by Brad Reed
VisitLudington.com/FromAbove
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View 1  Big Sable River
2  Indian Pete Bayou
3  The Narrows
4  North Bayou
5  Middle Bayou
6  South Bayou
7  Lincoln Lake
8  Ludington Harbor
9  Stearns Park Beach

10  Epworth Heights
11  First Curve
12  Sargent Sand Company
13  Hamlin Lake Dam
14  Ludington State Park Gate
15  Big Sable River Outlet
16  Lake Michigan Beach House
17  Big Sable Point Lighthouse
18  Nordhouse Dunes Wilderness Area

9

14

Locations start in the upper left and run clockwise
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BOATING & FISHING
DUNE GRASS WATERCRAFT RENTALS

(231) 843-1888 • dunegrassludington.com

SUNSET BLUFF RESORT & BOAT RENTALS

(231) 845-5002 • sunsetbluffresort.com

WATERSIDE RESORT & BOAT RENTALS 

(231) 843-2090 • watersideresort.com

CAMPING
LAKEVIEW CAMPSITE 

(231) 843-3702 • lakeviewcampsite.com

LAMAN’S LANDING RV PARK & CAMPGROUND 

(231) 843-8386 • lamanslanding.com

FOOD & BEVERAGE
@ THE Y COUNTRY STORE 

(231) 425-9463 • Visit Us On Facebook

BARNHARTS RESTAURANT & COCKTAILS 

(231) 843-8246

DUNE GRASS CONCESSIONS

(231) 843-1888 • dunegrassludington.com

LODGING
CLARK’S CASTLE POINT RESORT 

(231) 843-4594 • clarkscastlepointresort.com 

PEACEFUL ACRES RESORT 

(231) 843-2292 • peacefulacresresort.com

SUNSET BLUFF RESORT & BOAT RENTALS

(231) 845-5002 • sunsetbluffresort.com 

WATERSIDE RESORT & BOAT RENTALS 

(231) 843-8481 • watersideresort.com

WILLOW-BY-THE-LAKE RESORT 

(231) 843-2904 • willowbythelakeresort.com
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HAMLIN LAKE  
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

At more than 12 miles long and 5,000 
acres large, Hamlin Lake has plenty 
of space for everyone. Whether you’re 
looking for quiet solitude or wild 
adventure, you’ll find it here—with 
scenic sand dunes, bayous, mini-parks 
and appealing resorts.

Boaters can use a public launch, or visit 
one of the small marinas for boat rentals, 
gas and supplies. Fishing is terrific, with 
an outstanding supply of walleye, bass, 
perch, muskie, pike, and bluegill.

This man-made lake originated during 
the logging era when lumbermen 
dammed the Big Sable River to make 
a holding pond for felled trees. The 
Hamlin Lake Dam is located inside 
Ludington State Park, where a hard 
surface walkway provides handicap 
access across the dam and on both sides 
of the Sable River.

Hamlin Lake

Just 4 miles
north of

Ludington

HamlinLake.com
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ART
19	 �Ludington Area Center for the Arts
35	 �Todd & Brad Reed Photo Gallery

COFFEE/TEA & SWEET SHOPS
36	 �Humani-Tea 
35	 �Kilwins Ludington 
2	 �Red Rooster Coffee & Community

FOOD & BEVERAGE
24	 Barley & Rye
11	 Cafe 106
15	 Crown & Cork
12	 Jamesport Brewing Company
13	 Luciano’s Ristoranti
14	 Old Hamlin Restaurant
24	 Sportsman’s Restaurant & Irish Pub 
34	 Sunset Side Concessions 
24	 The Mitten Bar
10	 The Q Smokehouse 
1	 Timbers

LODGING
6	 Avenue Motel 
4	 By the Lake at Parkview Cottages
21	 Ludington Pier House Motel 
16	 Stearns Hotel

SERVICES
27	 �All Occasions Events & Floral 
22	 �Pierrot Hair Design
8	 Tailor Shop & Dry Cleaners 

SHOPPING
23	 �AJ’s Party Port
7	 �Avenue’s End Mini-Mall 
3	 �Cedar Chest Consignment Shoppe
25	 Grateful Heart & Home
37	 Lakeshore Coins & Fine Jewelry
9	 The Windowsill Used & New Books
35	 �Todd & Brad Reed Photo Gallery 
32	 �Victoria’s Jewelry
5	 �Vintage Nutz

THINGS TO DO
19	 �Ludington Area Center for the Arts
17	 Ludington Area Jaycees Mini Golf
40	 S.S. Badger - Lake Michigan Carferry 
33	 SandBar
20	 Sandcastles Children’s Musuem 

Buy a single  
Scoop of Ice Cream 

& upgrade to a  
Waffle Cone FREE! 

Exp. 10/15/18

Kilwins Ludington • 118 W. Ludington Ave. • 231-845-5858Kilwins Ludington • 118 W. Ludington Ave. • 231-845-5858
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your music 
venue

Serving 
Food 

til 2 am

203 S. JAMES ST., LUDINGTON

“The Biggest Little Bar in Town”

414 E. Ludington Ave. 

AVENUE   MOTELAVENUE   MOTEL

LudingtonAvenueMotel.com  • 231-425-3889

Newly Remodeled 
Just 3 blocks to town!

410 S. James St.  (231) 845-2522  

Ludington’s First Brewpub
�Great Food    Great Service    

Handcrafted Beer
Outside Dining

�
�

jamesportbrewingcompany.com

�

arts  
music  
theatre  
literary  
gifts

107 S. Harrison St., Ludington • 231-845-2787

Homemade Entrees & 
Healthy Menu Options

 
231-425-3669 

106 N. Rath • Ludington

´

DOWNTOWN LUDINGTON
Discover



P

Pere Marquette 
Lake

TINKHAM 

FITCH 

HAIGHT 

PERE MARQUETTE 

COURT 

LUDINGTON AVE

LOOMIS LOOMIS 

FILER 

FOSTER 

DANAHER 

MELENDY 

DOWLAND 

LA
KE

SH
O

RE
 D

RI
VE

MARITIME AVE

Band 
Shell

Rotary Park

Marina

Municipal Marina

Amphitheatre

Waterfront 
Park

Port of Ludington
Maritime Museum

Carferry 
Docks

Legacy 
Park

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

PA
RK

FE
RR

Y 

G
AY

LO
RD

 

LE
W

IS
 

W
IL

LI
AM

 

RO
BE

RT
  

RA
TH

 

JA
M

ES
 

H
AR

RI
SO

N
 

Map Legend

Carferry

Boat Launch

Playground

Swimming

Picnic Area

Parks

Public Beach

Waterfront Walk

Parking

Restrooms

Dog Walk

Map Legend

Carferry

Boat Launch

Playground

Swimming

Picnic Area

Parks

Public Beach

Waterfront Walk

Parking

Restrooms

Dog Walk

Map Legend

Carferry

Boat Launch

Playground

Swimming

Picnic Area

Parks

Public Beach

Waterfront Walk

Parking

Restrooms

Dog Walk

Map Legend

Carferry

Boat Launch

Playground

Swimming

Picnic Area

Parks

Public Beach

Waterfront Walk

Parking

Restrooms

Dog Walk

Visitor 
Center

Breakwater Pier 
Entrance

Post 
Office

Fish 
Cleaning 
Station

Stearns Park 
Entrance











P

Stearns 
Park &
Beach

O
N

E 
W

AY

Loomis St.
Boat Launch

North Breakwater 
Light

Lake
Michigan

 R

 R

 R

 R

34

Buttersville
Peninsula

Map Legend

Carferry

Boat Launch

Playground

Swimming

Picnic Area

Parks

Public Beach

Waterfront Walk

Parking

Restrooms

Dog Walk

Map Legend

Carferry

Boat Launch

Playground

Swimming

Picnic Area

Parks

Public Beach

Waterfront Walk

Parking

Restrooms

Dog Walk

Map Legend

Carferry

Boat Launch

Playground

Swimming

Picnic Area

Parks

Public Beach

Waterfront Walk

Parking

Restrooms

Dog Walk

Map Legend

Carferry

Boat Launch

Playground

Swimming

Picnic Area

Parks

Public Beach

Waterfront Walk

Parking

Restrooms

Dog Walk

19

13

27

14 3

12

40

22

15

21

17

4

9

11

23

7

6

116

➔

P

32

2425

Coast Guard
Station

2

35

37

P

10

16

8

 R

P

36

29 20

1

5

33

Michigan & Lake Decor

1 1 9  W .  L U D I N G T O N  A V E .  •  ( 2 3 1 )  4 2 5 - 4 4 7 7

G R A T E F U L  H E A R T
& home 

New & Vintage Furnishings 
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110  WEST LUDINGTON  AVE .  •   231.845.7974

DRESS FOR 
LESS AT THE 
CEDAR CHEST 

 
107 S. JAMES ST., LUDINGTON  • 231-425-3421

Largest 
Selection 
In Mason 
County!WindowsillBooks.com 

Stearns Park
North Beach & South Beach Locations

LudingtonBeachTreats.com

CONCESSIONS

• Burgers 

• Ice Cream 

• Snacks & Treats 

• Paddle Board 
  & Kayak Rentals

Arts/Crafts

Souvenirs

Local Food Items

Collectibles

Avenue’s End 
Mini-Mall

By the House of Flavors

231-690-1775 • 322 W. Ludington Ave.

Photo by Todd Reed



Ludington has such an interesting history, from its early days as a lumbering community 
to the many carferries that made this city their home port.

Early SettlersEarly Settlers
James Ludington was a prominent businessman in 1854, obtaining property and 
running a sawmill. Naturally, our city honors James Ludington, and many of the 
local streets bear the names of his siblings. A drive along Ludington Avenue brings 
history to the forefront, as the grand homes of former lumbermen still stand today, 
many of which are now bed and breakfasts.

Another influential figure in Ludington’s history was Justus Stearns. He started both 
the Stearns Lighting & Power and the Salt & Lumber Companies—and both Stearns 
Park and Stearns Hotel are named after him. He and his wife also opened the first 
hospital in town.

OUR MARITIME
 & LUMBERING History

Nine carferries in Ludington harbor at one time - 1930
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Dummy TrainDummy Train
In the early 1900s, residents and visitors 
would take the Dummy Train from down-
town Ludington to Lincoln Lake and 
Epworth Heights, a 2.79 mile trip. It was 
named the Dummy Train because of its 
small size, frequent stops, and short route. A typical day would be enjoying a picnic 
lunch on the dunes, fishing, and hiking in the area. Portions of the original train rails 
are included as part of a sculpture you can see at Waterfront Park.

The Great CarferriesThe Great Carferries
At one time, 13 carferries sailed in and out of Ludington’s port all year, even during 
the winter! The carferry fleet included the Pere Marquette vessels, the City of Saginaw, 
City of Flint, City of Midland, S.S. Spartan—and the only one still in operation—the 
S.S. Badger. 

These ships were built to move cargo and lumber to various ports across Lake Mich-
igan, and today, the S.S. Badger takes passengers and their vehicles from Ludington 
to Manitowoc, Wisconsin. This grand ship has the honor of being on the National 
Register of Historic Places and is a treasure to the residents of Ludington.

MuseumsMuseums
The Port of Ludington Maritime Museum is in a prime location overlooking the harbor, 
housed in the former U.S. Coast Guard Station. View captivating and interactive 
exhibits, including a 110’ panorama painting of Pere Marquette Lake. Listen to the 
words of Captain Nels Palmer through a hologram, and experience what it’s like to 
pilot the S.S. Badger through the channel.

Historic White Pine Village, set upon 13 acres overlooking Lake Michigan, depicts 
how life was in Mason County during the late 1800s and early 1900s. Visit more than 
30 buildings, with many originals that were preserved and moved to the village, 
including the first Mason County Courthouse. The gift shop offers locally made syrups 
and jams, and be sure to buy an ice cream cone at the Old Fashioned Ice Cream Parlor.
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While visiting Ludington, you’ll want to 
take advantage of all we have to offer. 
We’re known for our lighthouses and the 
S.S. Badger, but here’s a sampling of 
other things to do during your stay.

Great OutdoorsGreat Outdoors
This is where you want to be to take 
in the fresh air, get some exercise, and 
appreciate the beauty of the area. We’re 
blessed with three golf courses right 
here in Ludington—or play different versions 
such as mini golf and disc golf—both 
popular with families. There are numerous 
hiking and biking trails within the city, 
most notably east of Sherman and north 
of Bryant, where dogs are welcome on 
the 2.75 mile trail. Head down the road 
to Cartier Park, which also has paved 
surfaces. Or experience the Waterfront 
Loop, which takes you from Stearns Park, 
past the Coast Guard Station and Maritime 
Museum, through both marinas and 

Waterfront Park. You can also bike from 
town out to the Ludington State Park 
along M-116, and once inside the park, 
you’ll find 1.5 miles of paved bike paths 
through exhilarating wooded terrain.

Boating and fishing are so much fun 
here, whether you’re on Lake Michigan 
or Hamlin Lake. Depending on the
month, you can fish for trout, salmon, 
steelhead, bluegill and crappie. Don’t 
have your own boat? No worries—there 
are local businesses that rent pontoons, 
fishing boats, kayaks, canoes and jet 
skis. Access Lake Michigan from the 
Loomis Street ramp, Upper Hamlin Lake 
from Victory and Wilson Hill Parks, and 
Lower Hamlin from South Bayou Park or 
inside the Ludington State Park.

Camping is bigger than ever now, and 
the Ludington area has numerous  
campgrounds for you to park your RV 

OUTDOOR           IN LUDINGTONLife 
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or pitch a tent. Choose a site near a lake 
or in one of our quiet, wooded areas. It’s 
a fun and economical way to travel. 

Take the kids to Copeyon Park off south 
Washington Avenue and let them play in 
the Splash Pad. They will love this clean, 
safe water activity and you will enjoy 
the view of Pere Marquette Lake. 

DowntownDowntown
Stroll the three blocks of downtown 
Ludington and the five blocks of south 
James Street to discover all the quaint 
shops that are worth exploring. The 
newly-renovated Legacy Plaza is a lovely 
place to relax and features a covered 
market, seating area, a fire-pit and an 
urban green space. During the summer, 
an outdoor Farmer’s Market is held here 
on Fridays.

Satisfy your hunger at many downtown 
restaurants now offering outside dining 
and take-out services. Selected restaurants 
participate in the new Ludington Outdoor 
Social District (LOSD) which allows you to 

OUTDOOR           IN LUDINGTON
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VisitLudington.com/GreatOutdoors

purchase an alcoholic beverage to enjoy
outside within the designated area.

Waterfront Park is Ludington’s pride and 
joy. Let the kids play on the expansive 
playground while you appreciate the 
nine bronzed sculptures throughout the 
park. This is also the perfect place to 
watch the S.S. Badger sail into port.

For other fun activities, read our For other fun activities, read our 
stories about the S.S. Badger,stories about the S.S. Badger,
lighthouses, the Ludington State lighthouses, the Ludington State 
Park, beaches, and parks. Park, beaches, and parks. 

And be sure to check out ourAnd be sure to check out our
Top Events story, page 22, for Top Events story, page 22, for 
all the fun festivals and musicall the fun festivals and music
performances in town.performances in town.
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Shopping & Services
HOLDEN’S FURNITURE & HOME DECOR
119 S. Main St., Scottville, MI 49454  
(231) 757-8733
With over 55,000 square feet and four showrooms 
of furniture, Roy and Linda Holden welcome you to 
their Home in downtown Scottville. Enjoy shopping 
their unique blend of new furniture, gently used 
furniture, mattresses, collectibles, gift ideas and 
home decor. Serving Mason County for over 25 
years.
holdensfurniture.com

LAKESHORE WHOLE HEALTH
5909 W. US-10, Ludington, MI 49431,  
(231) 843-4800 
Lakeshore Whole Health is a nutritional clinic 
offering Nutrition Response Testing and 
Morphogenic Field Technique; Standard Process, 
MediHerb and Systemic Formulas supplements; 
Energetix and HVS homeopathics, and Doterra 
Essential Oils & accessories.
lakeshorewholehealth.com

Unique Books & Gifts
• Best prices around! 

• Largest Selection in Town

231-425-3421  • 107 S. JAMES ST.
WindowsillBooks.com

• Largest Selection in Town
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Ludington Walk-In Clinic
Visit us at our new location!
Spectrum Health Ludington Hospital
Walk-In Clinic
922 Lawndale Street
Ludington, MI 49431
231.845.7380

For the most up-to-date hours and information, please visit
spectrumhealth.org/ludington and select Primary Care. 

313 S .  James St . ,  Ludington

(231) 845-6068

Walk-ins Welcome • Appointments Recommended

A Full Service
Hair Salon!

LudingtonHairSalon.com

TANNINGTANNING

OPEN:
Mon.-Fri.
9am-7pm

Saturdays
9am-4pm

3843 W. US-10, Ludington
231-845-6597 

SafariSunLudington.com

Full Ser v ice SalonFull Ser v ice Salon
Hair Styling - Color 

Nails - Makeup - Skin Care
Laser Hair Removal

Massage

OAKVIEW MEDICAL CARE FACILITY
1001 Diana St., Ludington, MI 49431  
(231) 845-5185 
County-owned and serving the community since 
1966. We respect each resident’s dignity, privacy 
rights and independence.  We treat our residents 
like family and maintain the highest ethical 
standards through our commitment to compassion, 
excellence, trust, and respect in a positive and 
caring environment.
oakviewmcf.com

PADDLE SPORTS WAREHOUSE
467 W. US-10, Scottville, MI 49454 
(231) 757-9051
Your one-stop Paddle Shop. With knowledgeable, 
highly trained staff, waiting to assist you and a 
heated demo pond to try-before-you-buy! Old 
Town, Ocean Kayak, Native, Perception, Wilderness 
Systems, Werner, Aqua-bound, and Yak Attack are 
just a few of our brands. Trailers, car top carriers 
and accessories galore.
paddlesportswarehouse.com

PIERROT HAIR DESIGN
313 S. James St., Ludington, MI 49431 
(231) 845-6068 
Serving downtown Ludington since 1985 in a 
friendly atmosphere with comfortable decor. 
Bruce Rillema, owner of Pierrot Hair Design, 
plus Krista and Rachel, all specialize in hair cuts, 
color, highlighting, keratin hair-straightening, and 
perms, featuring Redken, Pureology, and Matrix 
products. Open Tuesday-Friday 9am-5pm, Saturday 
9am-3pm, evening hours by appointment. Walk-ins 
welcome.
ludingtonhairsalon.com

POINT NORTH RV
3389 US-10, Ludington, MI 49431  
(231) 907-2003
Point North RV is your resource for mobile repair 
and upkeep of all your RV and golf cart needs. We 
work with all insurance companies and specialize 
in wind, water, and collision damage. All our 
technicians are certified, bonded, and insured and 
will come to you with our mobile service!
pointnorthrv.com
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SAFARI SUN
3843 W. US-10, Ludington, MI 49431  
(231) 845-6597
Let their friendly staff pamper you with a new 
haircut, style, color or highlight. Now featuring 
Venus Versa laser hair removal, body contouring, 
skin tightening/resurfacing, and acne reduction. 
Offering nail treatments, including Shellac 
manicure or pedicure. Also hot stone massage, 
spray tans and tanning beds. Packages available, 
first tan free.  
safarisunludington.com

SPECTRUM HEALTH LUDINGTON HOSPITAL
One Atkinson Dr, Ludington, MI 49431  
(231) 845-7380 
Spectrum Health Ludington Hospital offers primary 
care, a variety of specialists, outpatient services, 
a 24-hour emergency department and complete 
inpatient care.  The hospital is affiliated with 
Spectrum Health, a nationally-recognized health 
system. For non-emergency care, a Walk-In Clinic is 
available at 922 Lawndale Street in Ludington.
spectrumhealth.org/ludington

THE WINDOWSILL USED & NEW BOOKS
107 S. James St., Ludington, MI 49431  
(231) 425-3421
For those who still love to read a good book, you’ll 
appreciate our selection of good new and used 
books, all organized and easy to find. Our staff will 
be happy to help you with that hard-to-find book. 
Largest selection in Mason County. We carry many 
unique items for gift-giving.
windowsillbooks.com

LUDINGTON 
FARMER’S MARKETS

The newly renovated Legacy Plaza The newly renovated Legacy Plaza 
is a welcome addition to downtown is a welcome addition to downtown 

Ludington. It is a beautiful area with turf Ludington. It is a beautiful area with turf 
and paved surfaces, new landscaping, gas and paved surfaces, new landscaping, gas 
firepit, more seating, a covered pavilion, firepit, more seating, a covered pavilion, 

bike racks, and completely new restrooms.bike racks, and completely new restrooms.

MORE FARMER’S MARKETS

Pentwater
Mondays & Thursdays 10am-1pm

June - September
The Village Green

Scottville
Saturdays from 10am-2pm

May - September
Downtown Scottville

Fridays from 3pm-7pm
May - September

In the all-new Legacy Plaza

For more information go to For more information go to 
VisitLudington.com/FarmFreshVisitLudington.com/FarmFresh

119 S. Main St., Scottville •  231-757-8733
HHolden’s

FURNITURE
& HOME DECOR

HoldensFurniture.com

We Have Great Gift Ideas!

Antiques Browsing at its Best!
1800 sq. ft. of Treasures
Quality Antique Dealers

Dedicated Service Since 1987
ColesAntiquesVilla.com  

Downtown Scottville  •  231-936-1123
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www.Shop-N-Save.net                  LUDINGTON 

We’re Your Hometown Grocery Market
231-845-6244
5539 W. US-10

Ludington

Worship Time: Sundays 9:00am & 10:30am
Sunday school & nursery offered at both services

Scottville  •  231-757-2088 
mcrchurch.org

MASON COUNTY
R E F O R M E D  C H U R C H

PaddleSportsWarehouse.com

467 W. US 10-31, SCOTTVILLE
231-757-9051

Your One Stop Paddle Shop
Demo Pond, Kayaks/Canoes, 

SUP, Paddles, Life Vests, Trailers

& FACTORY OUTLET STORE

423 S. James St., Ludington • 231-845-5510

We have all your
Party Supplies

Beer  •  Liquor  •  Wine  •  Keg Beer

AJ’s
PARTY
PORT

231-425-4355
5946 W. US-10

Fully Stocked Liquor Store

231-845-5185
1001 DIANA STREET

LUDINGTON

County-owned and serving 
the community since 1966…Like Family

OakviewMCF.com

TODD & BRAD REED PHOTO GALLERY
114 W. Ludington Ave., Ludington, MI 49431 
(231) 843-0777 
Come experience the ever-changing moods and 
colors of Michigan inside the Todd and Brad Reed 
Photo Gallery in downtown Ludington. See local 
lighthouses, lakeshore, wildlife, and country scenes. 
Photos range in price from $25-$2,900. Signed 
copies of their books, calendars, and puzzles also 
available.
toddandbradreed.com

VICTORIA’S JEWELRY
327 S. James St., Ludington, MI 49431  
(231) 845-5257
On-site jeweler with 40+ years experience in 
jewelry design, manufacture, repair. Diamond/
gemstone replacement, setting, ring sizing, 
appraisals. Estate jewelry. Platinum, gold, silver, 
steel. Engagement and wedding rings, pendants, 
earrings, bracelets.
victoriasjewelry.shop

MORE LOCAL SERVICE BUSINESSES:

AUTOMOTIVE
Master Muffler & Brakes Master Muffler & Brakes  
(231) 843-8989

MEDICAL & WELLNESS
Hendricks Family ChiropracticHendricks Family Chiropractic 
(231) 845-3771
 

SERVICES
Ponchos Pond - LP Gas Refill Ponchos Pond - LP Gas Refill 
(231) 845-6655

Spectrum Health Ludington HospitalSpectrum Health Ludington Hospital
Convenient Care Walk-In ClinicConvenient Care Walk-In Clinic  
(231) 845-7380

Pro-Master Carpet CleaningPro-Master Carpet Cleaning 
(231) 757-9061



Few things are more impressive than seeing huge waves 
crash over a lighthouse, and locals flock to the waterfront 
with every storm—in every season—to watch the show 
from the shelter of their vehicle. In contrast, calm days 
present the best opportunity to visit the lighthouse up 
close by walking the half-mile outer breakwall to the end. 
The North Breakwater Light pier entrance is accessible 

from Stearns Park Beach. Thousands visit during the sum-
mer and it’s the perfect place to watch the carferry sail into 		

	 or out of port.

Built in 1871, the four-sided, white pyramidal
lighthouse tower has four porthole windows
on each of the three decks. The unusual shape
was designed to deflect the strong waves of
Lake Michigan. The Light was automated in
1972, and the Fresnel lens (now on display
at the Port of Ludington Maritime Museum)
was replaced in 1995 by a Tidelands Signal 
300 mm acrylic optic.
 

NORTH BREAKWATER LIGHT

Ludington’s Iconic

R
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The Sable Points Lighthouse Keepers
Association is responsible for the
upkeep and staffing of both the North 
Breakwater Light and the Big Sable 
Point Lighthouse within the Ludington 
State Park. Their goal is to preserve, 
promote, and educate the public to make 
the lighthouses accessible to all.

VisitLudington.com/Lighthouses

Photos by Todd and Brad ReedPhotos by Todd and Brad Reed
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BEST WESTERN LAKEWINDS
5005 W. US-10, Ludington, MI 49431 
(231) 843-2140
An unbeatable value that travelers deserve. 
This hotel greets you with friendly service, free 
breakfast, large atrium with heated indoor pool 
and hot tub, free Wi-Fi, dog friendly, game room, 
fitness room, and family suites. The friendly staff is 
always ready to ensure a fun-filled and memorable 
stay.
ludingtonbw.com

BY THE LAKE AT PARKVIEW COTTAGES
P.O. Box 616, Ludington, MI 49431 
(231) 843-4445
Clean, comfortable cottages 1/2 block from 
Ludington’s city beach, with original knotty pine 
interiors & fieldstone fireplaces. Jimmy’s Beach 
House rentals also just a short walk to shopping, 
restaurants. All rentals completely furnished 
with fully-equipped kitchens, decks, gas grills, 
linens, Wi-Fi. Some with A/C. Day or week. Rentals 
accommodate 2-10 people.
parkviewcottages.com

 

                          

• Boat & Trailer Parking Available
•  Whirlpool Rooms, Phones, A/C
• Free Long Distance Calls

• Quiet
•  Cable TV
•  Wi-Fi
•  Freezer 

Available

Vista Villa Motel
Open May–OctOber

www.vistavillamotel.com

reasonable rates!

Call: 843-9320 • 800-358-2402
916 E. Ludington Ave.

             

Reasonable Rates!

• Boat & Trailer Parking Available
• Whirlpool Rooms
• Phones
• A/C
• Free Long 
 Distance Calls
• Wi-Fi
• Freezer Available

231-843-9320
800-358-2402

916 E. Ludington Ave.

Vista Villa Motel
VistaVillaMotel.com

             231-843-9320             231-843-9320             
800-358-2402

916 E. Ludington Ave.

Lodging
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CABIN RENTALS AT VACATION STATION
4895 West US-10, Ludington, MI 49431 
(231) 845-1100
We offer new or rustic cabins which sleep five 
to six people. Cabins include fire pit, charcoal 
grill, refrigerator, and TV, along with full use of 
our heated swimming pool, spa, fishing pond, 
laundry facilities, restrooms, showers, playground, 
new outdoor game park, and other great family 
amenities. Reserve your cabin today!
vacationstationcabins.com

CLARK’S CASTLE POINT RESORT
6239 Barnhart Rd., Ludington, MI 49431 
(231) 843-4594 
Clean, comfortable cottages on Indian Pete Bayou, 
Upper Hamlin Lake. Four bedroom lake-front 
house, three bedroom bay cottage, 6 two-bedroom 
cottages, 2 three-bedroom cottages. Free Wi-Fi. 
Excellent boating and fishing. Pontoons and 
boat rentals available. Canoe and paddle boats 
complimentary. Swimming area, playground. Fish 
cleaning station, freezer on site. No pets please.
clarkscastlepointresort.com

4079 West US-10, Ludington
(231) 845-7311    •     ILoveHIE.com

LUDINGTON, MI

BE THE READIEST
FOR THE BEACH

COMFORT INN
5323 W. US-10, Ludington, MI 49431  
(231) 845-7004 
Exceptional service and a consistently great 
experience, with amenities you can count on. Pillow 
top beds, grab and go style breakfast, large indoor 
heated pool, whirlpool, fitness room, dog friendly, 
and free Wi-Fi. Come see the all-new look and feel, 
renovated and refreshed from the guest rooms to 
the lobby.
stayludington.com

COTTAGE RENTALS AT VACATION STATION
4895 West US-10, Ludington, MI 49431  
(231) 845-1100  
The new deluxe cottage rentals at Vacation Station 
sleep four to six people and include many luxury 
amenities such as central air conditioning and heat, 
fully equipped kitchens, flat screen cable TV, and 
comfortable beds. Enjoy our heated swimming 
pool, spa, playground, laundry facilities, Wi-Fi, 
fishing pond, new outdoor game park, and more! 
vacationstationcottages.com
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Affordable Lodging on 
6 Wooded Acres

Outdoor Pool & Spa
A/C 

Boat Parking, 
Fish Freezer

LUDINGTON
231-843-3454

NovaMotel.com

The 
Nova 
Motel

Multiple Room Family Suites
Indoor Heated Pool & Spa
Playground & Picnic Area
Complimentary Breakfast

Complimentary Wi-Fi
Arcade Room - Dog Friendly

Fitness Center - Meeting Room

BEST WESTERN LAKEWINDS
5005 W US-10, LUDINGTON

(231) 843-2140
LUDINGTONBW.COM

Bring the
Whole Family

HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS & SUITES
4079 W. US-10, Ludington, MI 49431  
(231) 845-7311 
Dedicated to exceptional service, you can expect 
clean rooms, well-maintained facilities, and a lot 
of smiles. Ludington’s newest hotel is top-rated 
and features a modern design, free hot breakfast, 
indoor heated pool, spacious hot tub, fitness room, 
free Wi-Fi, and pet-friendly accommodations. The 
gracious staff welcomes you!
ilovehie.com

LUDINGTON PIER HOUSE MOTEL
805 W. Ludington Ave., Ludington, MI 49431  
(231) 845-7346 
Great location! Just across from Lake Michigan 
Beach and lighthouse! Indoor heated pool and hot 
tub. Comfortable, clean accommodations. In-room 
refrigerators and coffee makers. New King rooms. 
Walking distance to downtown, beach, parks, 
marinas, and restaurants. Check our website for 
discounts and packages. We are a smoke-free 
property. Reservations recommended.
ludingtonpierhouse.com
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4895 W. US-10
Ludington

(231) 845-1100

DELUXE COTTAGES 

Sleeps 4-6 
People

Luxury 
Amenities

• Central A/C & Heat 
• Fully Equipped Kitchens
• Flat Screen Cable TV
• Comfortable Beds

PLUS...
heated swimming 

pool, spa, 
playground, 

Wi-Fi, 
laundry facilities, 

fishing pond, 
and much more!

VacationStationCottages.com

NOVA MOTEL
472 S. Pere Marquette Hwy (Old 31), Ludington, 
MI 49431 
(231) 843-3454  
Affordable lodging on six wooded acres. Outdoor 
pool/spa. Picnic tables and grills, sunny pleasant 
surroundings. 32 A/C rooms, some with whirlpools. 
Queen beds available, cable TV w/HBO, ESPN. Boat 
parking, fish freezer. Just minutes from dining, 
shopping, beaches, and area attractions. Open 
spring, summer, fall.
novamotel.com

PEACEFUL ACRES RESORT, LLC
2670 Piney Ridge Rd., Ludington, MI 49431  
(800) 968-2292  
On the southern tip of beautiful Hamlin Lake 1-1/2 
miles from Lake Michigan--closest resort to the 
Ludington State Park. 16 housekeeping cottages 
on 14 acres of beautifully wooded lakefront. One 
bedroom to five bedrooms & two motel rooms. 
Safe sandy beach. Pontoon, fishing boat & motor 
rentals available for guests. Wi-Fi. (231) 843-2292 
peacefulacresresort.com

SUNSET BLUFF RESORT & BOAT RENTALS
6075 N. Victory Park Rd., Ludington, MI 49431 
(231) 845-5002
Open all year. 13 housekeeping cottages overlooking 
Upper Hamlin Lake. One to five bedrooms, some with 
fireplaces. Heated outdoor pool. 40 acres of wooded 
land with hiking trails, snowshoeing, cross country skiing, 
fishing. Canoes, kayaks, pontoon, fishing boat/motor 
rentals. No pets. Group retreats and reunions welcome--
call for reservations and availability.
sunsetbluffresort.com

  Fireplaces • Knotty pine interiors
 Fully equipped kitchens • Gas grills

 1/2 BLOCK FROM LAKE MICHIGAN BEACH

(231) 843-4445 • parkviewcottages.com

PHOTO BY ToddAndBradReed.com

Heated 
Indoor Pool 
& Hot Tub

Just Across from Lake Michigan

805 W. Ludington Ave. 
231-845-7346

LudingtonPierHouse.com

• Beach
• Lighthouse
• Pier
• Playground
• Boat Launch
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The Fun 
Starts Here

Kids Suites
Complimentary Wi-Fi

Indoor Heated Pool & Spa
Complimentary Breakfast

Arcade Room - Dog Friendly
Playground & Picnic Area

Fitness Center - Meeting Room

COMFORT INN LUDINGTON
5323 W US-10, LUDINGTON

(231) 845-7004
STAYLUDINGTON.COM

VacationStationCabins.com

Cabin Rentals
Cabins sleep 5-6 people

TV & Refrigerator
Fire Pit & Charcoal Grill plus...
Heated Outdoor Swimming Pool

Playground & Fishing Pond
NEW Outdoor Game Park

(231) 845-1100
4895 W. US-10

Ludington

VISTA VILLA MOTEL
916 E. Ludington Ave., Ludington, MI 49431  
(800) 358-2402
Reasonable rates, very clean and quiet. 
Conveniently located near downtown Ludington 
and Lake Michigan. 40 spacious rooms with queen 
beds, HBO, ESPN, refrigerator, A/C. Whirlpool 
rooms available. Ice room, coffee, and microwave. 
Free long distance. Fish freezer available. Boat and 
trailer parking. Open May-October. Sorry, no pets. 
(231) 843-9320.
vistavillamotel.com

Ludington
isn’t just for summer,
visit us every season!



Located within the Ludington State Park, the Big Sable Point Lighthouse 
(or Grande Point au Sable as the French called it) is most recognized by its 
black and white tower. It stands 112 feet tall, with 130 steps winding to the 
top for a magnificent view.

Constructed in 1867, it protected mariners with light which was visible 19 
miles into Lake Michigan. In 1949, Big Sable Point became the last Great 
Lakes light to be electrified, and automation of the light eliminated the need 
for a keeper. The former keeper’s quarters is now a gift shop.

Big Sable Point Lighthouse is listed on the state and national registers of 
historic places.

Ludington’s other iconic lighthouse, North Breakwater Light, can be found on page 42.

VisitLudington.com/Lighthouses
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BIG SABLE POINT LIGHTHOUSE
Find the Light

R

Photo by Brad Reed
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CRYSTAL LAKE CAMPGROUND
1884 W. Hansen Rd., Scottville, MI 49454  
(231) 757-4510 
Forested, family campground on beautiful Crystal 
Lake. Sand walk-out beach, playground, boat 
rentals, mini golf, fishing, recreation hall. Full 
service store and snack bar. 160 sites. Group rates, 
showers, restrooms, laundry room, lighted, paved 
roads, LP refills. Open May 1-October 15. Seasonal 
sites available. Just four miles from end of the US 
10-31 expressway.
crystallakecamping.com

KIBBY CREEK CAMPGROUND
4900 W. Deren Rd., Ludington, MI 49431  
(231) 843-3995  
Family camping between Ludington and Pentwater. 
Our large, grassy full hook-up or water & electric 
sites are perfect for RVs to tents. Rental trailers 
also available. Our facilities include: campstore, 
heated swimming pool, fishing ponds, playground, 
arcade, mini golf, basketball, volleyball, fish 
cleaning station, propane refill, dump station, and 
more.
kibbycreekcampground.com

• Large Shaded Sites  • Swimming Pool
• Boat Rentals   • Convenience Store

Family Camping

Located on Upper Hamlin Lake

6181 N. Peterson Rd., Ludington, MI 49431
231-843-3702

LAKEVIEW
CAMPSITE 

www.lakeviewcampsite.com

Just minutes south of Ludington
5906 West Chauvez Rd.

231-845-7609  •  MasonCounty.net

Mason County 
Campground

Wooded & Peaceful
Tent & RV Sites

Camping
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MASON COUNTY CAMPGROUND, DISC GOLF & 
PICNIC AREA
5906 W. Chauvez Rd., Ludington, MI 49431 
(231) 845-7609 
Camp amongst tall trees at this secluded, wooded 
campground. Minutes to Lake Michigan. 60 sites: 
full-hookup, tent sites, and four cabins. Dump-
station, fire-pits, grills, and free Wi-fi. Centrally 
located bathhouse with showers. A path connects 
campground to Mason County Park which includes 
a rental pavilion and a nationally known three-
course disc golf park.
masoncounty.net

PONCHO’S POND R.V. PARK
5335 W. Wallace Rd., Ludington, MI 49431  
(231) 845-6655
April 1-October 31. 276 sites (50x70), full hook-
ups. Rental cabins (sleep 6-8), three heated 
swimming pools (one indoor), two spas. Showers 
and restrooms, laundry, free Wi-Fi, recreation 
hall, playground, paved roads, golf cart rentals, 
shuffleboard, fishing for children. LP gas. Planned 
activities. On Pere Marquette Highway, one block 
south of US-10.
poncho.com

•  276 Full Hook-Up Sites
•  3 Heated Swimming Pools (1 Indoor)
• 2 Spas • Rental Cabins (Sleep 6-8)
• Planned Activities  •  Shuffle Board 
• 93 Pull-Thrus • Big Rig Sites •  Free Wi-Fi

Reservations: (888) 308-6602  •  Ludington: (231) 845-6655
Poncho.com

Camping At Its Best!Camping At Its Best!

Golf
Cart

Rentals
Golf
Cart

Rentals

Hacienda Rentals

LAKEVIEW CAMPSITE
6181 Peterson Rd., Ludington, MI 49431 
(231) 843-3702  
On beautiful Upper Hamlin Lake. 110 large sites with 
tables, firepits, bathhouses, electric, water hook-
ups, dump station, swimming pool, convenience 
store, group camping area, walking paths, three 
playgrounds, rowboat, canoe, and kayak rental plus 
boat docking, excellent fishing and plenty of wildlife. 
See us on Facebook. April 15-October 15.
lakeviewcampsite.com

LAMAN’S LANDING
6100 N. Beaune Rd., Ludington, MI 49431  
(231) 843-8386 
We offer you a peaceful family atmosphere on 
Upper Hamlin Lake. Lots are large, shaded and 
have full hook-ups. In-park activities and facilities 
include a heated indoor-outdoor pool, tennis courts, 
shuffleboard, basketball, playground, store, laundry, 
paved boat launch, docks, clean restrooms and paved 
country roads for walking and biking.
lamanslanding.com
 
 
 

4895 W. US-10, Ludington   
(231) 845-1100

VacationStationRVResort.com

Adjacent to Shopping & Restaurants

• Concrete Pads
• Pull-thru Sites
• Exceptionally Clean
 Showers/Restrooms
• 50 Amp Service
• Convenience Store

• Propane Refill
• Recreation &
   Game Room
• Outdoor Game     
    Park
• Playground

Rental Cabins & Cottages

Big Rig Sites • 216 Full Hook-ups

Heated Pool & Spa



4895 W. US-10, Ludington   
(231) 845-1100

VacationStationRVResort.com

Adjacent to Shopping & Restaurants

• Concrete Pads
• Pull-thru Sites
• Exceptionally Clean
 Showers/Restrooms
• 50 Amp Service
• Convenience Store

• Propane Refill
• Recreation &
   Game Room
• Outdoor Game     
    Park
• Playground

Rental Cabins & Cottages

Big Rig Sites • 216 Full Hook-ups

Heated Pool & Spa
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Scottville
Riverside 

Park 
Campground
231-757-2429  CityofScottville.org

Located on the 
Pere Marquette River 

• Outdoor heated pool
• Handicap accessible 

bath house
• Modern & primitive 

campsites
• Adjacent to canoe/kayak 

rentals & boat ramp

Crystal Lake
Campground

• 160 Sites
• Sandy Beach
• Ice Cream Parlor
• Boat Rentals

1884 W. Hansen Rd.
231-757-4510

On 
Beautiful 
Crystal 
Lake

CrystalLakeCamping.com

SCOTTVILLE RIVERSIDE PARK
700 S. Scottville Rd., Scottville, MI 49454  
(231) 757-2429  
Located on the scenic Pere Marquette River. 
Handicap sites, paved roadways, fishing piers, 
paved walkways, rustic trail, heated pool, 
handicap accessible bath house, laundry facilities, 
playground, and other amenities. We offer 52 
modern and 10 primitive campsites.
cityofscottville.org/riverside-park/

VACATION STATION RV RESORT
4895 W. US-10, Ludington, MI 49431, 
(231) 845-1100
Recently expanded! 60 new big rig sites with 
22x70 concrete pads. Pull-thru. 216 full hook-ups 
with all utilities including cable TV, Wi-Fi, 50 amp 
service. Heated pool, spa, laundry, store, propane, 
clubhouse, game room, fishing pond. Clean 
restrooms. Cabins, cottages for rent. Playground, 
pet run, bicycle rentals, new outdoor game park! 
vacationstationrvresort.com

Large, Grassy Sites

New Restrooms

Pool & Playground

Between Ludington & Pentwater

Great Family Camping

(231) 843-3995
www.kibbycreek.com PointNorthRV.com

3389 W. US-10, Ludington • 231-907-2003
PointNorthRV.comPointNorthRV.comPointNorthRV.com

• Mobile RV/Golf Cart Repair
• New/Used RVs
• New/Used Club Cars
• Full Service and Parts Store
• Water, Wind, Collision Damage Experts

#1 Mobile Service
in Ludington

(231) 690-9596
HamlinWood.com

Self-Serve Bundles 
(Call for Locations)

Bulk Delivery Available

Firewood
for Sale

Visit the
Ludington State Park
to explore eight miles 
of marked trails and a 
“nearly endless” Lake 

Michigan beach!



PointNorthRV.com
3389 W. US-10, Ludington • 231-907-2003

PointNorthRV.comPointNorthRV.comPointNorthRV.com

• Mobile RV/Golf Cart Repair
• New/Used RVs
• New/Used Club Cars
• Full Service and Parts Store
• Water, Wind, Collision Damage Experts

#1 Mobile Service
in Ludington



THE               OF LUDINGTONPower
Driving into Ludington along US-31, one can’t help but notice the white wind turbines 
to the east and a steep, grassy hillside to the west. Lake Winds Energy Park and 
the Ludington Pumped Storage Plant play an important role in the community, and 
they’re also fascinating places to visit.
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Ludington Pumped Storage Plant

Photos by Brad Reed and Rachel Gaudette



Ludington Pumped Storage PlantLudington Pumped Storage Plant
Built between 1969-1973, the Pumped 
Storage Plant is a 27-billion gallon water 
reservoir that is 2.5 miles long, one mile 
wide and 110’ deep. During the evening 
water is taken in from Lake Michigan 
and pumped uphill through large penstocks 
to the reservoir. In the daytime the 
reservoir releases the water to flow back 
downhill through the penstocks. The 
flowing water causes the turbines 
to turn in the powerhouse and electricity 
is generated. You can get a close-up 
view of the 842 acre Ludington
Pumped Storage Plant from
the observation deck by
driving south on Lakeshore
Drive off Pere Marquette
Highway.

THE               OF LUDINGTONPower

        Lake Winds Energy Park        Lake Winds Energy Park
     The 56 wind turbines that make up Lake Winds   
   Energy Park first became operational in November 
2012. Each turbine is 476’ in height, providing 100 
megawatts of energy. They sit on 16,000 acres of 
farmland south of Ludington and are owned by Consumers  
   Energy. The location was chosen partly due to the
     positive wind force off Lake Michigan. Wind   
       power is seen by some to be the energy source
           of the future and helps offset emissions of   
             carbon dioxide and greenhouse gases.
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423 S. James St., Ludington • 231-845-5510

We have all your
Party Supplies

Beer  •  Liquor  •  Wine  •  Keg Beer

AJ’s
PARTY
PORT

231-425-4355
5946 W. US-10

Fully Stocked Liquor Store

Capturing Your 
Memories & Making 
Them Last Forever

Harmony Noel 
Photography
906-322-4493
Ludington, MI

♥ Weddings
♥ Portraits
♥ Families 

MEATS FROM THE SMOKER
BEEF BRISKET • SMOKED CHICKEN • PORK LO IN R IBS • CHOPPED PORK

225 S. James St., Ludington • (231) 425-3933

LudingtonBBQ.com

We Cater!

YOUR LAKESHORE 
WEDDING BEGINS 
RIGHT HERE
Is there a wedding or celebration in your future? 
The Ludington area is the perfect locale, with 
a combination of beautiful beaches, parks and 
woods. Couples who choose Ludington do so 
because of its location on Lake Michigan and 
the variety of unique venues in which to hold 
your ceremony. Whether you marry on the 
beach, in a historic chapel, or at a rustic barn—
the Ludington area has you covered.

A destination wedding is more than a cer-
emony and reception—it’s a complete experi-
ence. This is an opportunity for couples to 
escape their hometowns and celebrate their 
marriage at a gorgeous destination of their 
choosing. Heading out of town makes your 
wedding a vacation for all involved, and it just 
adds that special touch to a memorable day. 
Local businesses are more than happy to help 
with your event, no matter how big or small. 
Plan your wedding, anniversary or other cel-
ebration right here in Ludington along the Lake 
Michigan shoreline.

BEACH WEDDINGS
It’s no wonder couples choose Ludington 
for their destination wedding. Our beautiful 
beaches are popular with brides and grooms 
that desire a more casual ceremony.

If you’re considering tying the knot with Lake 
Michigan as your backdrop, turn the page to 
see your options. 

Weddings
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BRIDAL SHOPS & TUXEDO RENTAL
Dress your entire wedding party and look spectacular by 
choosing to shop right here in West Michigan.

Cedar Chest
(231) 845-7974  •  Find us on Facebook 

Tailor Shop
(231) 233-9361  •  Find us on Facebook 

ENTERTAINMENT
What’s a celebration without music? West Michigan DJ’s 
and bands can set the tone for your upcoming wedding. 

Redux
(231) 425-7768  •  Find us on Facebook

FLORISTS
Roses, daisies, carnations–there’s no doubt that flowers add 
beauty and color to any wedding. Let the West Michigan 
experts help you choose just the right floral design for your 
event.

Bela Floral
(231) 843-7073  •  belafloral.com
 

ON-SITE
JEWELRY REPAIR

• Bridal Jewelry  

• Personalized & 
Custom Jewelry

• Gold, Platinum, 
Sterling Silver & 
Contemporary 
Metal 

                                        VViiccttoorriiaa’’ss  JJeewweellrryy  
                          OOaakk  RRiiddggee  JJeewweelleerrss,,  LLLLCC  

                                                                                      FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1992   

                                                                                               Bridal Jewelry   

                                                                                               Personalized & Custom Jewelry 

                                                                                               Gold, Sterling Silver, Platinum  

                                                                                               & Contemporary Metal 

                                                                                               Michigan Souvenir Jewelry 

                                          JEWELRY REPAIR          JEWELRY CLASSES 

                                       327 S. James St. Ludington         231-000-0000 

                          OakRidgeJewelers.net      VictoriasJewel.com 

                   

                                        VViiccttoorriiaa’’ss  JJeewweellrryy  
                          OOaakk  RRiiddggee  JJeewweelleerrss,,  LLLLCC  

                                                                                      FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1992   

                                                                                               Bridal Jewelry   

                                                                                               Personalized & Custom Jewelry 

                                                                                               Gold, Sterling Silver, Platinum  

                                                                                               & Contemporary Metal 

                                                                                               Michigan Souvenir Jewelry 

                                          JEWELRY REPAIR          JEWELRY CLASSES 

                                       327 S. James St. Ludington         231-000-0000 

                          OakRidgeJewelers.net      VictoriasJewel.com 

                   

FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1992

327 S. James St., 
Ludington

231-845-5257

Shop Online: victoriasjewelry.shop

FOR 
YOUR 

SPECIAL 
DAY

FABULOUS FLORALS

5734 W. US-10 
Ludington

231-843-7073
BelaFloral.com

bridal bouquets • bridesmaid bouquets
ceremony � owers • centerpieces

 boutonnieres • corsages and more

SSafari afari SSunun
TANNINGTANNING

3843 W. US-10, 
Ludington
231-845-6597

Safarisunludington.com 

Specialized 
Services 
& Packages 
For Brides

FULL SERVICE SALON

103 W. Ludington Ave. • (231) 843-2244
LucianosRistoranti.com

Banquet Room seats 60 guests
Catering up to 250 people

103 W. Ludington Ave. • (231) 843-2244
LucianosRistoranti.com

- New Management
- Renovated Venue
- Authentic Italian  
& Sicilian Cuisine
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FULL SERVICE CATERING
Weddings - Anniversaries

Graduations - Family Reunions
Corporate Events

Delicious Food 
FOR EVERY OCCASION

gloriaannscatering@yahoo.com
231-277-8300

110  W. LUDINGTON  AVE. • 231.845.7974

Weddings On T he Lake

(231) 845-5002
SunsetBluffResort.com

Hamlin Lake Venue 
Available May, 

September & October

Cottages for 
up to 100 

wedding guests

Stearns Park Beach

This expansive beach, right at the end of 

Ludington Avenue, has restrooms, accessible

walkways, concessions, and picnic area. You are 

free to set up chairs anywhere on the beach, 

hold your ceremony, then clean up immediately 

after. Tents or canopies are not allowed, and no 

permits are required.

Buttersville Beach & Summit Park

Located south of Ludington, these beaches are 

a bit more private and no tents may be erected 

but chairs are fine. There is no permit needed to 

exchange vows on Buttersville Beach. 

Summit Park

This park has a pavilion (holds up to 75) that 

can be rented for a small fee, and includes 40 

folding chairs, six long tables, stove, microwave, 

and refrigerator for use.

Ludington State Park

This popular park has two beaches—one on 

Lake Michigan and the other on Hamlin Lake. 

There are also miles of public beaches along 

M-116 leading out to the park. The Ludington 

State Park has many beautiful features that 

would make it a perfect wedding spot.

Waterfront & Copeyon Parks

Though neither is on the beach, these two parks on 

Pere Marquette Lake both have gazebos for small 

weddings. Waterfront Park is set between our 

two marinas, and rental of the gazebo requires a 

permit from the City of Ludington. Copeyon Park 

overlooks Pere Marquette Lake and has a picnic 

area and restrooms. No permit needed. R
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FOOD & DRINK
Treat your guests to a meal they won’t soon forget. Caterers 
from West Michigan offer menus that can be customized to 
your event, from casual gatherings to elaborate weddings. 

AJ’s Party Port
(231) 845-5510  •  Find us on Facebook

Gloria Ann’s Catering & Party Planning
(231) 277-8300  •  gloriaannscatering.com

Luciano’s Ristoranti
(231) 843-2244  •  lucianosristoranti.com

Ludington Liquor
(231) 425-4355  •  Find us on Facebook 

North Country Cafe & Catering
(231) 757-3993  •  northcountrycafe.com

Red’s Banquet Room @ Jamesport Brewing Co. 
(231) 845-2522  •  jamesportbrewingcompany.com 

Tammy’s Tasty Treats
(989) 600-8669  •  Find us on Facebook

The Q Smoke House
(231) 425-3933  •  Find us on Facebook

Shagway 

5949 SHAGWAY RD.,  LUDINGTON
ShagwayArtsBarn.com

Rustic, historical barn 
and forty acres of 
beautiful property

(231) 970-0222 

• Weddings
• Birthdays
• Graduations
• Reunions
• Parties

Shagway 
Rustic, historical barn • Weddings

ARTS BARN&EVENT VENUE

109 Filer St., Ludington • 231 233-9361

We Now 
Offer Tux 
Rentals

Alterations - Bridal - Tux Rental 

                Plantenga’s Cleaners

Reserve 

for your 

Dream 

Wedding

Stearns

THE GRAND BALLROOM

212 E. Ludington Ave., Ludington
231-843-3407

StearnsHotel.com

HOTEL

Catering 
to fit any 
Budget!

231-757-3993 

NorthCountryCafe.com

Complimentary 
Catering Consultation 

and Tasting

CateringNORTH 
COUNTRY
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Since 2012 

Most Trusted Jeweler 
Along The Lakeshore

(231) 425-4180 • 210 E. Ludington Ave.
LudingtonJewelry.com

Lakeshore Coins & Fine Jewelry

Engagement Rings
Wedding Bands, Gifts 

Estate & Vintage Jewelry
Custom Designs - Repair - Resizing

silvergalleryphotography.com 
Now booking 2021-2022

VOTED BEST OF WEDDINGS 
‘19, ‘20, ‘21 ON THE KNOT

TheWeddingRental.com
704-705-0704

JEWELERS
A diamond is forever, so making the right choice is the 
best way to begin your lives together. Visit one of the West 
Michigan jewelers today.

Lakeshore Coin & Fine Jewelry
(231) 425-4180  •  ludingtonjewelry.com

Victoria’s Jewelry
(231) 845-5257  •  victoriasjewelry.shop 

PHOTOGRAPHY	
There’s no second chance when capturing your wedding 
memories. Pictures and video to treasure forever begin 
with the right West Michigan photographer. 

Harmony Noel Photography
(906) 322-4493  •  Find us on Facebook 

Moko Media
(231) 233-5460 •  Find us on Facebook

Silver Gallery Photography
(616) 745-4481 • silvergalleryphotography.com

SALONS	
A special event requires looking your very best. That 
means making an appointment at one of the stellar salons in 
West Michigan. 

Safari Sun Tanning
(231) 845-6597  •  safarisunludington.com

VENUES
Looking for that special place to hold your wedding? West 
Michigan offers a wide variety of venues, from banquet 
halls to bed & breakfasts to the beach!

Shagway Arts Barn & Events Center
(231) 970-0222  •  shagwayartsbarn.com

Stearns Motel
(231) 843-3407  •  Find us on Facebook

Sunset Bluff Resort
(231) 845-5002  •  sunsetbluffresort.com

Trillium Creek Rustic Barn  
(704) 705-0704  •  theweddingrental.com

Visit LakeshoreWeddingGuide.com for 
our expanded wedding directory. 



When you feel the urge to get away during 
the colder months, don’t forget the 
Ludington area. We offer a variety of up 
north activities that you and your family 
can enjoy.

FallFall
Fall color tours are very popular here 
along the lakeshore. October is peak 
season and a drive through the country-
side is spectacular with trees ablaze in 
reds, oranges and yellows. This is also 
the time for the local Octoberfest 
celebration, complete with good food, 
drink, and entertainment. The cooler air 
and thinner crowds make fall a great 
time to visit Ludington.

WinterWinter
Don’t hibernate during the winter— 
celebrate the beauty of the snow in the 
Ludington area. The fun starts during the 
holiday season when Santa rides through 
town in the Aglow on the Avenue parade. 
Local stores are open, giving you an 
opportunity to do some Christmas shopping. 
Then on December 31st, Ludington has 
its one-of-a-kind lighted ball drop, and 
it’s a sight to behold. What a festive 

ENJOY A QUIET SEASON Getaway
way to usher in the new year! Later in 
January, the Pure Ludington Brrrewfest 
brings visitors and locals together to 
sample some of the best in craft beer.

If you truly enjoy being out in the snow, 
you can head to the Ludington State 
Park all winter long. Snowshoe walks 
take place in January and February, and 
there are ski trails on the south end of 
the park for cross country skiing. Ice 
fishing on Hamlin and Pere Marquette 
Lakes is very popular. Once the ice 
hardens, anglers set up their shanties 
and catch fresh bluegill, walleye, perch 
and northern pike.

SpringSpring
As the temperatures begin to rise, 
Ludington gears up for the busy summer 
season. May is when the Petunia Parade 
plants the beautiful flowers that line 
Ludington Avenue. The S.S. Badger carferry 
begins sailing, and our lighthouses open 
their doors to visitors. There are plenty 
of motels, hotels, and bed & breakfasts 
that are ready to welcome guests— 
eager to share their wonderful
Ludington hospitality! R

Photos by Todd Reed, Brad Reed, and Rachel Gaudette
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DISCOVER THE PERE MARQUETTE RIVER
The Pere Marquette River is a designated National Wild and Scenic River—covering 
66 miles over four counties. It averages two to four feet deep and about 40’ wide. 
There are many canoe liveries along the river where you can rent a kayak, canoe, or tube. 

If you love fishing you’ll love the P.M. River. Springtime offers up nice Steelhead and 
during summer the river yields an abundance of trout. Salmon is the main catch during 
the fall and makes for enjoyable fishing as the crowds tend to thin in the off season.

VISIT SCOTTVILLE ALONG THE P.M. RIVER
Scottville is one of the many communities along the river, and Scottville Riverside 
Park is a popular location for camping. It features a perfect spot for launching your 
watercraft and you can spend the day lazily navigating the river. 

During the summer, maybe you’ll be lucky enough to catch a performance by the 
famous Scottville Clown Band!

VisitPereMarquetteRiver.com

VisitScottville.com
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BranchWalhalla

Baldwin

2 HR TO ALL DAY TRIPS 
3 Seat Canoes • Tubes • Rafts

Single Kayaks • Double Kayaks

RiverRunCanoeRental.com  •  600 S. Main St., Scottville

231-757-2266

119 S. Main St., Scottville •  231-757-8733
HHolden’s

FURNITURE
& HOME DECOR

HoldensFurniture.com

We Have Great Gift Ideas!

Scottville Riverside 
Park Campground
Located on the Pere Marquette River
231-757-2429 • CityofScottville.org

The Nova Motel
Affordable Lodging on 6 Wooded Acres

                       Boat Parking • Fish Freezer
NovaMotel.com • LUDINGTON • 231-843-3454

Antiques Browsing at its Best!
1800 sq. ft. of Treasures
Quality Antique Dealers

Dedicated Service Since 1987
ColesAntiquesVilla.com  

Downtown Scottville  •  231-936-1123

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Area code is 231

CAMPING & LODGING
10 	 Crystal Lake Campground............... .757-4510 
 11 	Nova Motel........................................ .843-3454 
  2	 Poncho’s Pond RV Park.................... .845-6655
  4 	Scottville Riverside Park................... .757-2429
12 	 Vacation Station RV Resort.............. .845-1100

DINING
  8 	North Country Cafe........................... .757-3993

SHOPPING
  8 	Cole’s Antiques Villa......................... .936-1123 
  6 	Holden’s Furniture & Home Decor... .757-8733

THINGS TO DO
  5	 Amber Elk Ranch.............................. .843-5355  
  3	 River Run Canoe Livery.................... .757-2266



Holiday Inn
Express

4079 West US-10   
(231) 845-7311
iLoveHIE.com

Best Western
5005 West US-10
(231) 843-2140

LudingtonBW.com

Comfort Inn
5323 West US-10
(231) 845-7004

StayLudington.com

OUR SUSTAINABLE HOTEL GROUP

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

stay green
in ludington

solar powered
We are producing renewable 
energy and using 110,000 KW worth of solar 
energy at each of our three hotels.

salt water pools
Our sophisticated salt water system 
eliminates the need for daily liquid 
chlorine use. This reduces our overall 
chemical use and provides a great 
swimming experience for our guest.

save the
planet program
Reducing thousands of gallons of water 
and chemical use for laundry services.

LED lighting
95% of our lighting use has been 
converted to LED, greatly reducing our 
overall energy consumption.

car charging
7.6 KW charging stations are located at each of our three 
hotel properties.  ALL powered by renewable energy.

smart t-stats
ALL of our rooms are equipped with smart thermostats, 
which know when you are in your room and can adjust 
energy use, maximizing efficiency for the entire property.


